Hanover 101 – Reflective Final Assignment – Fall 2011
This assignment is reflective – it is designed to allow you to think critically about your experiences and draw some conclusions about what you’ve learned and where you want to go from here. The best reflective essays: 

1) Have a clear, concise, focused thesis statement that sets out a central idea about what you’ve learned and what that means in terms of your next steps. What do you think you know now about your experience this term? What evidence do you have to support this idea? What conclusions do you draw from it?
2) Display higher-order thinking skills. Rather than just reporting what you did this term, the paper should use your skills of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation in order to reach some conclusions about your experience and what it means.

3) Have effective support. Use concrete examples, like the results from the Strong Inventory, for example, or the study techniques from McWhorter that worked best, or an event outside class that helped crystallize your thinking, to explore and illustrate the conclusions that you are drawing in this paper. Help your reader – and yourself – really see what your first semester was like and what its impact on you has been.   

4) Are well organized. The paper should flow effectively from point to point, using good transitions and logically organized body paragraphs to help the reader understand what you are trying to say.

5) Are well written. The paper should be clear, concise, and easy to read. It should be free from errors in grammar and punctuation and avoid clichéd language. It should have an engaging introduction that draws the reader in, and it should conclude in a thoughtful manner rather than just coming abruptly to an end. 

A good reflective essay should benefit its writer. This is not a “make work” assignment, but an opportunity for you to think deeply about your first semester in college and to chart out some meaningful steps that you’d like to take from here. This paper is ultimately for you; write one that you will be excited and interested to re-read 20 years from now. 

Hanover 101 – Final Writing Assignment Rubric – Fall 2011


	Thesis
	Critical Thinking
	Organization
	Support 
	Grammar and Clarity

	5. Excellent 

The essay's thesis is a thoughtful, focused, and specific summary of the writer’s reflections on this semester and plans for the future. 
	5. Excellent 

The essay demonstrates a high level of reflection. The writer effectively presents the conclusions he or she has arrived at through analysis and evaluation of events. The writer illustrates or dramatizes them with specific examples. 
	5. Excellent 

The organization of the essay is clear and explicit; each paragraph develops a distinctive point in support of the thesis, and the transitional sentences make the whole reflection coherent; the order of points is purposeful and thoughtfully chosen.
	5. Excellent 

The essay's supporting paragraphs are excellent and contain clear insights and vivid examples to support those insights. Experiences and examples tie clearly and effectively back to support and illustrate the thesis
	5. Excellent 

The essay contains no errors in sentence structure, spelling, word choice, punctuation, or documentation; the writing is thoughtful and complex while remaining clear.



	4. Good 

The essay's thesis is a clear summary of the writer’s reflections and plans. It is fairly focused and specific but could go into more detail and/or be somewhat more thoughtful.
	4. Good 

The essay demonstrates a good level of reflection. The writer shows some awareness of issues and their significance and makes a good effort at analysis and synthesis of his or her experiences.
	4. Good 

The organization of the essay is clear and easy to follow, but less sophisticated, more mechanical, than the “excellent” one; transitions and topic sentences are present, and the paragraphs seem properly arranged, but it is more basic writing.
	4. Good 

The essay's support is sound; connections are made between events and experiences and the conclusions drawn from them. Events and insights are described in an interesting and understandable way. 


	4. Good 

The essay contains very few errors in sentence structure, spelling, word choice, punctuation, or documentation; and the writing is thoughtful and clear.



	3. Satisfactory 

The essay has a solid thesis containing a basic statement of reflections and plans.
	3. Satisfactory 

The essay demonstrates an adequate level of reflection. There is some analysis and synthesis of events and experiences. 
	3. Satisfactory 

The organization of the essay is adequate; the reader can follow most of the key points, though the paragraphs are “free-standing” without a strong logical thread; their order might be changed without losing anything.
	3. Satisfactory 

The essay's support is solid in most cases; Events and experiences are presented in a clear and understandable fashion and mostly support and illustrate the thesis.

	3. Satisfactory 

The essay contains a number of errors in sentence structure, spelling, word choice, or punctuation. 


	2. Needs Improvement 

The essay states a topic (“I learned something this fall”) rather than summarizing results of the writer’s reflections and plans (“I learned X this fall and now plan to do Y.”)
	2. Needs Improvement 

The essay is only modestly reflective. Events and experiences are described, but there’s little analysis or synthesis of their meaning or the steps that should be taken next. 
	2. Needs Improvement 

The organization of the essay is hard to follow; there are paragraphs, but the logic that joins them is unclear, transitions are weak or absent, and the paragraphs could just as easily be in a different order.
	2. Needs Improvement 

The essay's supporting examples are poorly explained or illustrated and consist of basic sketches that do not go far enough to support the paper’s thesis or conclusions. 
	2. Needs Improvement 

The essay contains greater than average number of errors in sentence structure, spelling, word choice, or punctuation.



	1. Poor 

The essay’s thesis is vague, unclear, or absent.
	1. Poor 

The essay is not reflective. Events and experiences are briefly sketched but there is little or no analysis of them or their effect on the writer’s future plans.  
	1. Poor 

The essay’s organization is random. Paragraphs are not connected and jump from one thought to the next. 
	1. Poor 

The essay's support is vague or lacking; Experiences are not discussed or not related in any meaningful way to insights. 

	1. Poor 

The essay contains extensive errors in sentence structure, spelling, word choice, or punctuation.



