[bookmark: _GoBack]First Year 101 – FY101
Course Syllabus

Fall 2018

Instructor:		Dr. Brian G. Gall
Office:			Science Center 204
Office hours:	My office is always open.  You may stop by anytime with or without notice (check lab if I’m not there)
Email:			gall@hanover.edu
Phone:		812-866-7249
Vault site:		http://vault.hanover.edu/~gall 

Peer mentor:		Hannah Bailey
Email:			baileyh20@hanover.edu

Class: 			MW, 2:40-3:30 pm in Science Center Rm 107
The course starts one week early (8/27) and ends the week of Thanksgiving (11/20)…NO CLASS AFTER THANKSGIVING

Books:  	This I Believe II; ISBN: 978-0-8050-9089-5
College Rules! (3rd ed); ISBN: 9781607740018

Course Fee:  	$10; covers the cost of This I Believe II

Course Philosophy, Description, and Goals:  The transition from high school to college is challenging. You will be expected to think more deeply and more critically and to study more often and more intensively, with an eye toward not just memorizing facts but toward using them to make your own arguments and draw your own conclusions. Meanwhile, at just the time when you are expected to take your academic game to the next level, the first year of college presents a whole host of extracurricular changes, challenges, and distractions. 

At the end of the course you should begin to:

1) Understand the history, value, and purpose of a liberal arts education and what it means to be successful members of a scholarly community.

2) Develop higher-order intellectual skills, including close reading, critical analysis, and effective argument.

3) Identify and apply the foundational techniques that promote academic excellence, including effective note-taking, time management, and study skills.

4) Investigate and internalize theories of learning and cognition in order to become self-aware and strategic learners

5) Develop effective personal strategies for managing stress, navigating obstacles, and becoming persistent and resilient adults, able to successfully navigate social and professional situations at the college level and beyond.

6) Explore and reflect on their interests, abilities, and aspirations so that they can shape their college experience and their lives in a way that is rich and intentional.


Expectations and Policies
Preparation: 
· This class is highly interactive and student-oriented. You will be expected to contribute to discussion from your own reading and personal experiences. For class to function at its best, everyone must be present and prepared every day. 
· READ!!! Reading assignments are located in this syllabus.
Attendance: 
· Attendance is recorded at the start of each class period.  You get two free misses throughout the semester.  
· After your two freebies, each skipped class will result in a half a letter grade deduction at the end of the semester.
· If an unexpected event arises that prevents attendance you must contact me prior to the start of the class.
· Be on time, class starts at 2:40pm.  The same policy applies to appointments.  If multiple students are skipping/showing up late to class I will often give a “quiz” to those students that were on time.  NOTE: this is probably my biggest peeve
Assignments:
· Assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Homework turned in late will be deducted ½ letter grade for each day it is late
· Any time after I am done collecting assignments it is considered late 
· Work that is not your own should be properly cited in the body of the text and a literature cited section should be included at the end (I don’t care what format, as long as it includes the author, year, title, journal/book, and volume/pages).
Phone policy:
· Use of cell phones during class is not permitted unless you ask or I give the ok
· They should be silent or off and put away for the duration of class.
· Each use of a cell phone during class will result in a drop of 1/2 letter grade.
· Don’t try and be sneaky, is it really worth it?


Grading:
Professor interview	15%
Class participation	35%
Second Notebook	10%
Miscellaneous assignments	10%
Final writing assignment	20%
Final Presentation	10%
Total	100%

Grading Notes: I grade homework “blind” (put your name on the back).  I do not post grades online, but do hand back all assignments.  Please keep track of your grades and assignments to calculate your overall grade.  I will double check your grade anytime you’d like, but only if you come by my office (not via email).

Final Grades:	  > 93% = A		82-88 = B 		72-78 = C		62-68 = D
  90-93 = A-		80-82 = B-		70-72 = C-		60-62 = D-
  88-90 = B+		78-80 = C+		68-70 = D+		  < 60 = F


Assignments and Coursework:

Class Participation: Intelligent participation requires that you read and think critically about the required readings and that you be prepared to discuss your perspectives in class. Students who receive the highest participation grades are ones who do the required reading and who participate daily in class discussion, either by offering their own insights on the topic or by asking thoughtful questions. Intelligent participation also requires that you be respectful of perspectives other than your own and that you keep confidential all information shared by your classmates. No personal information shared in class by your peers should be discussed outside of class.

Faculty Interview: You will interview a faculty member of your choice (preferably within your discipline of interest).  You will prepare a brief summary and present what you learned to the class.  More on this later.

Second Notebook: One of the most valuable study techniques is to copy your notes. Literally, going page by page and re-writing your notes in a new notebook. It is a form of studying but because it doesn’t involve much brain power it doesn’t feel like it!  You will keep a second notebook for one of your classes. You will copy your notes into this new notebook after class each day. I will check your notes once or twice a week. Each day you are not “up-to-date” you lose half a letter grade on the assignment.  Because this is worth 10% of your grade, failure to keep on top of this can quickly pull you down to a B in FY101.

Final Assignment: As your final project you will write a research paper and give a presentation exploring your future interests. You will combine information from the Strong Interest Inventory, My College Plan, Transferrable Skills Inventory, and the Focus Friday events, Paper: 3-5 pages. Presentation: 6-7 minutes plus 3 minutes for questions.


Academic Honesty:

Plagiarism is the act of taking the ideas, writing, or other work of someone else and trying to pass them off as your own. Part of this class is learning how to properly document and present the work of others as a part of supporting your own assertions. All work must be accurately and completely documented. Willful instances of plagiarism will result in a 0 on that particular assignment and a deduction of 1 letter grade at the end of the semester.  This is policy of Hanover College for academic dishonesty in all courses.


Getting help: 

If you are struggling with this or with any class, struggling with making friends or other social problems, please don’t hesitate to ask for help. I can be reached at my office or via email. I am happy to read drafts, offer suggestions, and work with you in any way necessary.  Your peer mentor is also more than willing to help in any capacity necessary.

Hanover College also has a Learning Center that is open to all students. It is staffed by peer tutors. These are upper-level Hanoverians from a variety of majors and have been recommended by their professors.  They are excellent students and have been trained to help their peers improve their academics as well as their time management and study skills. Tutors are available to work one-on-one with you on any assignment. The center is located on the first floor of the library. It is open Sunday through Thursday from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. No appointment is necessary, so you can drop in anytime. All tutoring services are free.


Schedule:

The following is a tentative outline of the work that we will undertake this semester. Every class moves at a unique pace, and it is likely that this schedule will get behind and have to make changes.  Pay particular attention to the lesson we are on, not necessarily the date.


M 8/27		Take roll
Introductions
Course orientation
Guided tour of the syllabus
Begin Common Reading Discussion
		
T 8/28 		Intro to Grit
Take the following questionnaire: https://angeladuckworth.com/grit-scale/
Watch the video: https://www.ted.com/talks/angela_lee_duckworth_grit_the_power_of_passion_and_perseverance#t-19840
Discussion about Grit
Transition from HS to college
Expectations: the college culture of learning
How to talk to professors
How NOT to piss off your professors - general

Homework assignment
	Write a one page “mini-argument” on the “best” essay from our book
	Argument should define what you mean by “best”
	Give examples from the text and your experience to support your point
	You will be reading each other’s papers

College Rules, pp. 8-21
College Rules, pp. 166-175

W 8/29 	Introduction to Critical Reading, Argument, and Class participation skills
Introduction to Advising

T 8/30	Individual meeting with each student to discuss participation
Feedback on Wednesday’s exercise
		



M 9/3		Introduction to Time Management
Habits of Highly Effective Hanoverians
Time management: Starting off right
		Time-management on a semester scale

College Rules, pp. 62-100
Bring your syllabi for all classes

Homework Exercise: Use your syllabi to complete your semester-long time-management system.


W 9/5		Time-Management continued
		In-class exercise - Students report on their planning systems.
What are you going to use and why?
How do they use each of these systems?

Bring your planning system to class (digital, paper planner, etc.)


M 9/10 	Making the Most of Class: note-taking
			Learning in animals
	 		
		Bring an empty notebook to class
   

W  9/12	Making the most of class: note-taking

		College Rules, pp. 187-215
Bring your notes from the in-class lecture on Monday


M 9/17		Making the most of class: note-taking continued
The things we (profs) wish students would do (in relation to notes)!

In-class Exercise: Group students by class type and have them compare their notes. Do they conform to standards and practices discussed in the text and in class? What did each get? What was missed? What strategies could be applied to improve techniques? 

College Rules, pp. 187-215 (same as previous day)
Bring your notebooks for all classes with you to our class
Do two of the assigned readings for two separate classes and take notes



W 9/19		Unpacking College Texts 
Note Taking from Texts
Plagiarism and Academic Integrity

College Rules, pp. 216-246
Bring 1 or 2 books from your classes that you have taken notes in



M 9/24		Complete the Strong Interest Inventory
Strong Interest Homework

Study Skills 

College Rules, pp. 155-165, 247-261
Faculty Interview Due

W 9/26	Preparing for Academic Advising – Prep a course plan for next term and beyond. 

Midterm check in – What’s working? Where do you need help? 


M 10/3 	Study skills continued

Fill out My College Plan

College Rules, pp. 276-309

W 10/5 	How NOT to piss off your professor – before the exam
		How NOT to piss off your professor – during the exam
How NOT to piss off your professor – after the exam
		
Hand out time log – keep time log this week

Do the Transferrable Skills Inventory

College Rules, pp 37 – check your hostility at the door



M 10/9 	Learning Theory, Learning Styles
Paper airplane exercise

In-Class Exercise: Use homework and assignment examples from class and the teaching styles exercise on McWhorter 147-48, design study techniques for different learning styles and disciplines. What are your professors’ teaching styles? How might different study methods help you adjust to different teaching styles?

Gardner Ch. 3: Learning Styles and Personality (handout)
McWhorter Ch. 7 Learning Styles and Teaching Styles (handout)
Complete Myers-Briggs quiz.  URL??

W 10/10	Time Management Check up/Check in
Time Log Exercise: Review time logs and check against study and time management plans from earlier in the term. How are you spending your time? Is it how you expected? How can you be more effective?
Hand out Study Habits Inventory (Jones and Slate, 66-68 in Foundations for Learning) 



M 10/15	No Class – Fall Break

W 10/17	Scavenger Hunt
              

M 10/22	Discuss Final Paper and Presentation

W 10/24	Catch up
               

M 10/29	Success outside the classroom: Stress, Sex, Drugs, etc.

College Rules, pp. 123-133
Gardner Ch. 15: Staying Healthy
Hanover College Student Handbook: Alcohol Policy, Harassment Policy (http://studentlife.hanover.edu/studentlife/handbook/index.php)
Gardner Ch. 12: Relationships and Ch. 14: Alcohol, Other Drugs and Sex


W 10/31	The Final Stretch: Preparing for Exams and End-of-Term Success Strategies

In-class Exercise: Bring all syllabi, your planner, and other tools to class. Create a plan of attack for the last few weeks of the term that will leave you well positioned to do your best during the end of the term.
In-class Exercise: Which class(es) are you most worried about? Break students up into groups based on their concerns and have them work with each other to develop strategies to meet these challenges. (Invite LC tutors to work with each group?)

Bring your syllabi and materials for each class
              

M 11/5 	Making Great Presentations
Final Exam catch up/check in
		Course Evaluations
In-class Exercise: TBA

W 11/7 	Making presentations great continued

Final writing assignments due


M 11/12	Presentations (class may extend to 3:50)

W 11/14 	Presentations (class may extend to 3:50)
               

M 11/19	Presentations (class may extend to 3:50)

W 11/21 	NO CLASS - THANKSGIVING BREAK!
