CHAPTER 5: SWEATSHOPS SAVE THE PLANET

FAST-FASHION

1. What did you expect when you saw the title of the chapter? What do you envision when you hear “sweatshop?”
2. What do you think Extinction Rebellion wants fashion and/or the clothing industry to be? What would they be content with? What do you want fashion to be? Are you comfortable with the current system? What do you think of Extinction Rebellion’s claim of 100 billion pieces of clothing are produced each year?
3. What do you think of the campaign against Nike? In what way is this related to the idea of “Greenwashing” from a couple chapters ago?
4. At the bottom of page 92, MS states that buying cheap clothing will increase the agricultural yield and thus will help poor people. This is a big leap. Has MS convinced you this is the case?
5. What do you think about the process to hire new workers for the Barbie factory? Are we not repeatedly told these conditions are horrid? Does this example, or Supatri’s story change your perspective about conditions and/or wages in developing countries? Does Supatri’s stories on the next page (93) confirm your worries? Do you have any experience in any type of manufacturing facility? How does this experience relate?
 


FACTORIES AS ENGINES FOR DEVELOPMENT

6. At the bottom of page 86, MS states “factories have been, and remain, an engine for saving” forests. Why does MS state such a thing? How does this chapter relate to the last one? Is he wrong? If not, why? And if so, in what way?
7. Does Suparti worry about CC? What does she worry about? How different is Suparti’s story compared to Bernadette?
8. One of the big arguments in this chapter deals with the pre-requisites to get industrialization. What is that pre-requisite? What has to happen at the same time as people moving to cities?
9. We discussed solutions (environmental and humanitarian) for Africa in past chapters. This chapter has important implications for those solutions. What should Africa do according to MS? Do you agree? Can African countries attain wealth without MS solutions? If not, why?
10. What are your thoughts about the percentage of earth covered by cities, roads, and buildings (page 90)? Are those numbers surprising? What about if we factor in the amount used for agriculture (pasture and crops)? Go back and find those stats and report the total. Similarly, what do you think about the numbers related to land use for agriculture and the amount of food we produce (the % increases)?
11. On page 92 are some statistics about soil loss and nitrogen runoff from high-yield and low-yield farming. Are you surprised by these statistics? Do you think their accurate or is MS finding stats to justify his conclusions? What are some techniques modern agriculture uses to protect the soil? Look some things up.
12. On page 93 and 94 are some stats about global poverty. What are your thoughts on these stats? What are MS two principle life goals? How do these stats relate to one of those? What brought about this change?
13. MS uses Bernadette, Supatri, and Helen to make a point regarding his arguments (page 94). What do you think about this comparison? Is it possible that MS is picking particular examples, while ignoring others, just to make his case? 
14. “Machines liberate women from drudgery” True or False? Is it just women?
 
ENERGY

15. What are the three reasons that manufacturing allows poor nations to develop? Why can’t other factors, say farming do the same thing? Can economies leap-frog past this stage into development? Why or why not?
16. Why does economics often overpower corruption?
17. On page 99 MS states that by Supatri using LP gas to cook she has time for other things and thus produces less carbon emissions. But won’t those other things eat up energy and thus any savings that is generated from cooking with LP instead of rice husks? Won’t she (and I’m really making the case for the entire undeveloped world) just use more energy as they develop, ultimately leading to much greater carbon emissions globally? Shouldn’t we actually want to keep the undeveloped world in poverty to maintain overall low carbon emissions? Why or why not?
18. What does it mean to centralize energy production (pg 100)? What is energy density? What is power density? What does the conversion from matter-dense to energy-dense fuels mean?
19. On page 100, MS describes some problems from horse-drawn carriages in New York City. What were those problems? We tend to think of fossil fuel driven things as needing energy while organic things (horses, man, etc.) do not? Why is this a fallacy? What is the comparison in terms of energy demands and work load? In other words, if I want to dig a ditch, how many men and days will it take? How much fossil fuel would it take if I switched to a machine (let’s say an excavator). Can you find any stats online that help with this comparison?
 


MAIN ARGUMENTS

20. If MS arguments related to manufacturing and development hold true, where will the next great manufacturing region develop? What will happen to Supatri (and her country) over time? What happens when all nations have reached developed status and the wealth that is associated?
21. On page 106, MS introduces a grand conspiracy (ok, I might be exaggerating a bit). What is that conspiracy? How could this be? Can you think of ways developed nations might be doing just this? Think about this question in the context of #20.

