CHAPTER 4: THE SIXTH EXTINCTION IS CANCELLED

THE SIXTH EXTINCTION

1. Have you heard that the earth is currently undergoing it’s sixth mass extinction before reading this chapter? The stats on page 65 are pretty scary. How does the rate of decline in biodiversity today compare to these previous mass extinctions? Look some stats up and report your findings.
2. Let’s assume we are undergoing a sixth mass extinction. What do you think about the claims on page 66 regarding the threat to humanity? What proportion of all species would you guess are critical to the survival of humanity? How are they critical? What costs do we risk with a loss of biodiversity? In other words, if humanity is not at risk of extinction, but a loss of biodiversity is happening, what does humanity lose aside from the aesthetics of value? 
3. Why is over exaggeration around many environmental issues a constant theme of the modern environmental movement? What can you do bring some common sense back to the discussion? What would/should you do if confronted by someone (maybe protesters?) that are arguing these exaggerations?
4. Toward the bottom of page 66, MS uses several arguments to show that biodiversity is actually INCREASING globally. What are his arguments? Do you agree or disagree? Why?
5. On page 67, there is a claim that exaggerated claims actually hinder conservation efforts. Do you think this is the case? How so? Do you think this can be offset by more people being called to action?
6. What do you think about the stats about the global area conserved at the top of page 68? Try to do some research and find out how much of this is terrestrial vs marine.



WOOD AS FUEL

7. How is charcoal made around Virunga NP? Why would people want to cook over charcoal instead of wood? Do you have any experience cooking in this manner? Maybe camping? What are your thoughts on the people living around the park?
8. What is the greatest threat to Virunga NP and the park’s gorilla’s? What unintended consequences occurred as a result of European environmentalists’ efforts in Virunga?
9. Why is there so much deforestation pressure in Virunga NP? What should be done to protect the gorillas and the whole of Virunga? What would provide the greatest risk reduction?
10. What are your thoughts about the story of the attack on Merode (pg 71)? What does it say about the state of the Congo? What would you do in this situation?









COLONIAL CONSERVATION

11. Did you know any of the history of the effects of conservation efforts on local people in Africa and other areas before reading this book? What would you do if you were a villager being displaced by the creation of a NP? How would you feel?
12. What are your thoughts on the removal of locals for the creation of many NP in Africa and elsewhere? If you think it’s not appropriate, how do you rectify those feelings with the fact that governments do this all the time for other purposes? The creation of many military bases and testing ranges in the US displaced hundreds of thousands of people over the last 100 yrs. When many dams were built in the 1920-1950’s, entire towns had to be relocated. Isn’t some displacement warranted for economic development, environmental protection, etc.? Look up “eminent domain.”
13. MS talks about conservation as neocolonialism on page 75. Is this still the case today? How about in developed countries like the US?
14. Why aren’t wood and charcoal alternatives like wood pellets and special stoves successful (pg 76)? Can they ever be? If not what should we do to reduce the pressure?
15. Halfway down on page 77 is an important paragraph (“The places where you…”). What do you think about this sentiment? What type of sentiment with regard to conservation did you have coming into this class? Is it any different now? 
16. Is it easy to have a rosy view of how to best conserve the natural world? Why do so many of the people that MS interviews seem to start idyllic and transition over their careers to a different perspective?
17. What are your thoughts about Bernadette’s update? When will this violence end?

ENERGY

18. I have no qualms about drilling for oil in Virunga. Do you? Explain why in both cases? Try to explain why someone might want to do this. What are your thoughts? 
19. What are some mitigating measures that a company should take if they were to drill in an important conservation area?
20. What do environmental organizations (e.g. Sierra Club) think about hydroelectric power? What do you think about the Inga Dam project (do some reading)? What are some pros and cons?


