THAT POOR TURTLE!
1. Did you watch the video by Chrstine Figgener when it went viral in 2015? What did you think at the time? Did you stop using straws? Do you use them now? Watch it again (the URL for the short version has been posted on moodle). What are your thoughts and feelings?
2. What percentage of plastic waste in our oceans is plastic straws? What is MS’s point with regard to the statistics he lists and plastic waste in our oceans?
3. On page 47 are a series of stats about the risk of mortality to turtles from plastic. These numbers are high. Even if plastic straws a small fraction of waste, doesn't banning straws have a small impact and thus isn't it better for the environment?
4. Much of this semester will be spent thinking and discussing unintended consequences. In the last chapter, demands on landowners to keep a greater percentage of land protected forest led to more fragmentation and less productive land use. Are there unintended consequences from banning plastic straws? Do some googling and describe some of these consequences. What other unintended consequences does MS discuss in the chapter?
5. Summarize the information from the scientists that went out to measure plastic pollution in our oceans (Page 51). What did they find? What are your thoughts about these findings? What is MS point in this section?
6. Plastics saved the Hawksbill. True or False. Why?

RECYCLING PLASTICS
7. What do downcycling and upcycling mean? Can you put these in the context of recycling plastic? What are your thoughts about recycling? Do you recycle? How “out of the way” will you go to recycle something?
8. Near the bottom of page 49 are some stats about recycling and plastic waste in Japan. Are these distressing? Why?
9. Why is so little plastic waste recycled in wealthy countries?
10. MS talks about the cost of recycling plastic versus making new plastic on page 50. Not all costs can be measured in dollars. What does this mean? Can you think of some of these non-dollar costs?
11. What are your thoughts on the bioplastics section (page 60)? Do some googling on the subject and report your findings.
12. Why do humans view some products from nature as bad (fur, coral, sponge, tortoiseshell) and other products like bioplastics as better for the environment? Look up the term Greenwashing.

THE REAL KILLERS
13. In The Real Killers, MS discusses his experience with the yellow-eyed penguins. What risk does climate change pose for the species? How does this compare to other risks?
14. This chapter highlights several things that intensely bother me about the environmental movement. Relative to the problems the penguins experience, or the invasive pear trees on my property, or Bsal (a chytrid fungus) for salamanders, climate change is abstract. In the WORST estimates, climate will warm 3-4C. What does this mean "abstract" and why am I not worried relative to these other factors?

MAIN ARGUMENTS

15. At the end of chapter 3, MS gets into a heated discussion with the turtle girl about how to solve the plastic pollution problem. What are each of them arguing or advocating for? What do you think of these arguments? Do you agree with either?
16. MS argues on page 61 that we save nature by not using it and we avoid using it by switching to artificial substances. Can't we use nature responsibly? Is it really better to use synthetic or pollution-causing substances instead of a natural product?


