CHAPTER 2: EARTH'S LUNGS AREN'T BURNING
THE AMAZON
1. Do you remember the media hype in 2019 about the Amazon burning? What did you think at the time?
2. What did you think of the bit with the Brazilian model?
3. Middle of page 27. "If enough rainforest is lost and can't be restored, the area will become savanna..." Apply this idea to what you know about Indiana's forests? From a science perspective is this even possible? What would happen if we cleared the entire Amazon and then left it alone?
4. Page 28. "...the use of land as pasture for beef production is humankind's single largest use of Earth's surface..." Are you surprised by this? I was. What would you have guessed was number 1 if not for cows?
5. Are you surprised that the Amazon is not a major source of O2 (Second paragraph on page 30)? Do you think this is correct? Why do microbes break down so much here? This is not the same for all forests, is it?
 DEFORESTATION
6. At the bottom of page 30 are some stats about the decline in deforestation in Brazil? Are these surprising? Why?
7. On page 32 starts a series of statistics about the return of forests globally. Are these surprising? Why is this happening? Are people just planting more trees?
8. We have been told for many years that CO2 is a poison. That it is killing the planet and life as we know it. Why is this so ridiculous and wrong? What does the research on the offsets in plant growth with increasing CO2 and Temp suggest about the impacts of climate change?
9. "If we are to protect the world's remaining old-growth forests, we're going to need to reject environmental colonialism and support nations in their aspirations to develop." What is environmental colonialism? Do you agree with this statement? What are the consequences if we continue the path outlined by Green Peace and others?
10. There is far more justification for deforestation in the Cerrado than the rainforest. Agree? Can you make comparisons with the US?
11. What do you think environmental NGO's path should have been to protect Brazil's forests?
12. What is the likelihood that the objective of the various European countries had nothing to do with stopping deforestation? What do you think the real agenda was?
13. What are your thoughts about the relationship between forests as wilderness today and the danger they represented hundreds or thousands of years ago?
SHELLEBERGER’S THESES 
14. What role do you think living with and interacting with locals in Brazil and Congo had on the evolution of MS's views on the environment? What would he think if he had never done these things?
15. On page 31 is one of MS's primary arguments for the entire book. Can you find and explain it? Do you agree? What are the consequences if his thesis doesn't happen (I envision two, but there may be others)?
16. Page 38 contains another key thesis of the book. What is the argument? Do you think it will actually protect the environment?
17. Bottom of page 42 - Why does MS hold what seem to be obvious and sensible goals (to me at least)? Do you think these are sensible? Why is this clarity missing from most of the current conversation?
AGRARIAN LIFE
18. What are your thoughts on the agrarian life? Living in a small community or small farm. Growing your own food. Maybe homesteading? Do you think this lifestyle has been romanticized? Do you have any experience with this type of life?
19. What do you think about the report by the World Bank about small farming being beautiful and modern farming bad? This is a view shared by many. Why do you think this view is held? Do you think it's justified?

