CHAPTER 12: FALSE GODS FOR LOST SOULS

IPCC SUMMARIES

1. What do you think about the history of the IPCC, and especially the summary reports that are written at the end of the process? Appropriate? Acceptable? What are some of the consequences of this described in AN, how about for the general public and for the issue of climate change in general? Why is “everyone knows that policy and media will only pick up a few sentences (pg 254)” a constant theme? Should this process be changed and if yes, how?
2. Why do journalists constantly exaggerate already exaggerated apocalyptic claims made in the IPCC’s summary reports? What does this say about the profession? What is the relationship between this and the public’s faith/trust in media (google historical and current numbers)? Should this trend be corrected? How so?



FALSE GODS

3. MS starts the section (pg 260) with a quote from Bill McKibben that climate change is the “greatest challenge humans have ever faced.” What do you think about it relative to the various counter challenges MS states three paragraphs later (black death, two world wars, etc) as well as the contemporary challenges (getting 1 billion humans out of poverty). 
4. “Environmentalism today is the dominant secular religion of the educated, upper-middle-class elite in most developed and many developing nations (pg 263).” What do you think of this sentiment in the context of all the pieces of evidence that MS proposes? Below is a list of points/arguments MS makes. Pick three of these, re-read the section a few times, and dissect the statements. What is MS saying? What do you agree/disagree with? These are effectively in order starting on page 261.
a. Definitions of religion
b. Appeal-to-nature fallacy
c. Application of cybernetics to ecology
d. Climate and earth systems are dials
e. Self-regulating nature as Neoplatonism
f. E.O. Wilson and nature’s collapse
g. Environmentalism as a secular religion
h. Apocalyptic environmentalism as a religion
i. Attraction of secular people to apocalyptic environmentalism
j. Role of religion vs environmentalism at generating anxiety and meeting deeper spiritual needs
k. The basis of morality without religion
l. Rise of apocalyptic environmentalism in association with the absence of an enemy (i.e. end of cold war)
m. Immortality project and creation of ourselves as the hero
n. Exaggeration of environmental alarmism and subconscious dissatisfaction with one’s life
o. Fear and desire for the end of the world
p. The Calvinistic strain of environmentalism
q. The politics of anger
r. Anger and loneliness

ENVIRONMENTAL HUMANISM

5. MS finishes the book with his vision of Environmental Humanism. Describe this philosophy. Is this achievable? What do you think of the statement in the second to last paragraph on page 275?
