CHAPTER 10: ALL ABOUT THE GREEN

THE LINKS

1. Use a couple pieces of scrap paper to generate a series of flow charts linking the various people, organizations, and events described throughout chapter 10. This includes both fossil fuel groups and environmental groups. These are not necessarily linked and you will likely produce multiple separate flow-charts. Make sure to include any specific outcomes (closed nuke plant, etc.) that the groups are responsible for. Highlight any environmental consequences for that group or person.

2. A difference exists between the existence of a conflict of interest and outright corruption. List the various organizations and people you outlined in the flow charts and decide what aspects are corrupt vs. just a conflict of interest? What’s the difference between the two?


POLITICS

3. What do you think about Donald Trump’s statements around CC (pg 200)? Do some additional reading and see if anything has changed since 2020.
4. Tom Steyer spent $250 million and $240 million of his own money running for president and to influence elections (pg 203). Even if you are worth hundreds of billions of dollars, this seems insane. How could you justify this? What’s the point?
5. Describe the link between the environmental policy of Obama and Gore and the aspects of conflict of interested highlighted through the chapter (starts on pg 211). Do the means justify the ends?



IMMORAL, UNETHICAL, OR JUST PLAIN SHREWD?

6. How surprised are you by the work of Exxon and others in terms of suppressing potential consequences from their products and research? Are there any similar comparisons you can draw? Why do you think people or organizations do things like this?
7. One of the themes of the chapter is that many “environmentalists” and environmental organizations act hypocritically with regard to their agenda and finances. Describe some of these hypocritical actions (I’m not talking about specific consequences, but in general terms).
8. On page 203, MS recounts that Bill McKibben was “not bothered” that Steyer made his fortune in fossil fuels because he promised to divest. Are you bothered by this? If he did divest, isn’t it a good thing as it’s a noble end? Is it noble if he didn’t divest? Look some things up about Steyer and his organization. Is it still invested in FF?
9. Explain MS point with regard to many environmental organizations goals of killing nuclear power. Why do they do this?
