CS 324J
What is a Reaction Paper?   
	The following was adapted from Complete Guidelines for Writing the Reaction Papers, http://faculty.ircc.cc.fl.us/faculty/jlett/Link%20to%20Pursuit%20Reaction%20Paper%20Guidelines.htm, 04-18-2008.

The reaction paper is not a research paper that incorporates other sources of information; instead, it is an essay that contains nothing other a summary of what you've read and your own original analysis of that reading. You simply have to do the reading, and then put your own thoughts down on paper.
 

	The reaction paper gives you the opportunity to demonstrate that you have read the assigned section of the textbook carefully, that you have understood the conclusions presented in the reading as well as the reasoning that led to those conclusions, and that you have given careful thought and analysis to the implications of the textbook's arguments.
 

	Each reaction paper should be divided into two parts: a Summary and an Evaluation, clearly labeled as such.
 

	The summary, about one page in length, should encapsulate the essential ideas from the assigned reading. Imagine that you are writing for an intelligent, curious reader who has no knowledge whatsoever of what you've just read. Your summary should make your reader aware of the fundamental ideas presented.  This section gives you the opportunity to demonstrate not only that you did the reading and have a solid understanding of the ideas presented in the textbook, but that you can clearly explain those ideas to someone else.
 

	The evaluation, also about one page in length, should present an original analysis of the assigned reading.  Your analysis should address questions such as the following:

· What did you think of the quality of the author's reasoning? Were the arguments well-supported by evidence? 
· Were the author's arguments persuasive? Why or why not? 
· What questions did the reading inspire you to want to investigate? 
· How do the author's arguments and conclusions relate to other topics that you are personally knowledgeable about? 
Use the evaluation section to express the results of your original thoughtful analysis of the assigned reading.


