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Quiz for Section 3.4
1.  (2 pts)  Just before a presidential election, a national opinion polling firm increases the size of its weekly sample from the usual 1500 people to 4000 people.  The most likely reason they did this was (choose one of the following):  ______



(a)  to reduce bias; 



(b)  to increase bias;



(c)  to reduce sampling variability; 



(d)  to increase sampling variability.
2.  (4 pts)  Voter registration records show that 68% of all voters in Indianapolis are registered as Republicans.  To test a random digit dialing device, you use the device to call 150 randomly chosen residential telephones in Indianapolis.  Of the registered voters contacted, 73% are registered Republicans.

(a)  Is the number 68% a parameter? or a statistic?  _________________


(b)  Is the number 73% a parameter? or a statistic?  _________________

3. (6 pts)  A newspaper article about an opinion poll states “43% of Americans approve of the president’s overall job performance.”  Toward the end of the article, you read: “The poll is based on telephone interviews with 1201 adults from around the U.S., excluding Alaska and Hawaii.”  


(a)  Based on the first quote, what is the population of interest?


(b)  What variable did this poll measure?  Be specific!


(c)  What was the sample?
