Hanover 101 – Final Assignment

Finding Your Passion – Presentation

As part of your final project, you will give a presentation on your reflective paper. The presentation gives you the opportunity to tell the class what you’ve learned about yourself this semester and how this knowledge affects your plans for the future. Your presentation should be 5-6 minutes long, plus 4 minutes for questions. It counts as 10% of your overall class grade. 

The best presentations have: 

1) An engaging introduction – Get your audience’s attention in some way. Make a joke, tell a story, read a passage or a quote, ask a question, but get us interested and involved. Good introductions relate to the talk in a meaningful way. They are not random; instead, they effectively introduce the subject. 
2) A 30-second summary – Your 30-second summary is the thesis statement of your speech – it tells us the main conclusions you’ve made about your term and your plans. What’s your main point? Why do you believe it’s true? Articulate it clearly and straightforwardly so we know where the talk is going and what it’s about. 
3) Meaningful support – Be sure to use concrete examples -- like the results from the Strong Inventory, or the study techniques from McWhorter that worked best, or an event outside class that helped crystallize your thinking -- to explore and illustrate the conclusions that you are drawing in this paper. Help us really see what your first semester was like and what its impact on you has been.   
4) An organized structure – Give us your ideas in a logical manner that flows from point to point, and let us know when you are transitioning from one idea to the next. Transitions don’t have to be formal or elaborate, but they should clearly cue your audience that you are shifting to a new topic or point. Something as simple as, “My first point…my second point…my third point” can work type of transitional cue. For example, “The second crucial lesson this semester came with my midterm grades.”

5) Excellent verbal and non-verbal communication techniques. Make an effort to connect with your audience in a meaningful way –make eye contact, monitor our response, ask us questions or get us involved in some way. Do not read the paper but deliver the main ideas in a lively fashion. Speak up and avoid mumbling, repeating words, or using verbal fillers such as “um” or “uh.” Be careful, too, to avoid distracting non-verbal behaviors such as swaying back and forth, playing with hair, drumming fingers on the podium, etc.

	Thesis
	Organization
	Support 
	Verbal Delivery
	Nonverbal Delivery

	5. Excellent

The 30-second summary is an original and compelling reflections on the speaker’s experience. This thesis statement also presents a clear, focused preview of the main points of the speech. 
	5. Excellent

This speaker orients the audience to her/his topic in the introduction, uses main points that are clear and flow logically from her/his thesis in the main body, and draws coherent and substantive conclusions in the closing. This speaker uses effective transitions and strong topic sentences to fully develop her/his thesis.


	5. Excellent

The speaker uses a variety of evidence that is compelling and appropriate to the topic. The speaker’s evidence is convincing and seems to underscore the logic of her/his thesis and main points.
	5. Excellent

The speaker displays contrast and attention to her/his pace, volume, phrasing, and voice pitch.  The speaker articulates her/his speech well and exudes confidence and poise.  The speaker avoids fillers (uh, um, like, you know, and) and awkward pauses and maintains a smooth, continuous flow of speech.


	5. Excellent

The speaker adopts a posture that is comfortable, yet confident.  The speaker seems oriented toward her/his audience.  The speaker uses gestures appropriately, in order to direct the audience’s attention to key points.  The speaker uses eye contact effectively by looking up and around.  The speaker entirely avoids distracting mannerisms.

	4. Good

The 30-second summary is a clear reflection about the speaker’s experience. This thesis statement is also previews the main points of the speech.
	4. Good

This speaker includes an introduction, uses main points that are clear and logically connected to the thesis, and closes by reiterating her/his main points.  The speaker uses several effective transitions and topic sentences to develop her/his thesis.
	4. Good

The speaker uses some evidence that is appropriate to the topic.  The choices seem useful and logically connected to the subject and ultimately support the speaker’s thesis.
	4. Good

The speaker displays some contrast in pace, volume, phrasing, and voice pitch.  The speaker articulates her/his speech well and seems generally confident and posed.  The speaker uses few fillers but mostly avoids awkward pauses.  
	4. Good

The speaker uses an effective posture and stance and orients himself/herself toward the audience.  The speaker uses a few gestures to underscore key points.  The speaker generally makes good eye contact by looking up and around and generally avoids distracting mannerisms.

	3. Satisfactory

This speaker uses a 30-second summary with some main points.
	3. Satisfactory

The speaker uses an introduction, main points, and a conclusion.  Most of the main points are clear.  A few effective transitions and strong topic sentences occur.
	3. Satisfactory

The speaker primarily relies on one example or type of evidence. The weight of evidence leaves some question about whether the speaker has successfully supported her/his thesis.
	3. Satisfactory

The speaker uses plenty of volume and some contrast in pace, volume, phrasing, and pitch.  The speaker generally articulates well but has some moments where poise and confidence are lacking.  The speaker does not always avoid fillers and has some awkward pauses.
	3. Satisfactory

The speaker generally has a squared stance but occasionally slouches.  The speaker has a few distracting mannerisms. The speaker frequently looks up but does not always look around. 

	2. Needs Improvement

This speaker has a topic statement, but it’s not clear what stance s/he is taking toward it or how s/he will develop it.
	2. Needs Improvement

The speaker does not adequately introduce her/his topic.  Main points are present but are not clear.  Transitions and topics are not evidence. No thesis development occurs.
	2. Needs Improvement

The speaker uses ineffective, vague, or inappropriate evidence Ultimately, the evidence does not support the speaker’s thesis.
	2. Needs Improvement

The speaker seems monotone and cannot always be heard.  The speaker often falls into a pattern and seems to be reading. The speaker frequently uses fillers and does not avoid awkward pauses.  The speaker’s verbal delivery suggests a lack of preparation.
	2. Needs Improvement

The speaker adopts a posture that communicates a lack of interest in the topic and a distance from the audience.  The speaker does not know what to do with her/his hands.  The speaker makes little eye contact and rarely looks up form her/his notes. The speaker has distracting mannerisms. 

	1. Poor

This speaker has no clear 30-second summary, topic statement, or position.
	1. Poor

Main points are not used and no development of a thesis occurs.
	1. Poor

The speaker uses little or no evidence.  The speaker fails to support her/his thesis.
	1. Poor

The speaker does not seem to have prepared at all.  The speaker suffers from monotone and no attention to pace, volume, phrasing, and voice pitch.  The speaker does not articulate and frequently cannot be heard.
	1. Poor

The speaker communicates a complete lack of confidence and preparation with no eye contact, bad posture, no orientation to the audience, and a host of distracting mannerisms.




