Hanover 101 – Final Assignment

Finding Your Passion – Final Paper Fall 2011

As your final project, you will write a reflective paper and give a presentation that assess and evaluate your experience this term. 

In this paper, your evidence will come from the information and insights you’ve gained from your journals, the learning styles inventory, the Strong Interest Inventory, the Myers-Briggs test, research on your career interests, and your in-class and out-of-class experiences both in Hanover 101 and elsewhere. 

You will analyze this evidence and use it to explore the following questions:

· What were your expectations about college and your future career when you arrived?

· What have you learned about yourself as a student this semester? 
· What evidence do you have to support these beliefs?
· What conclusions do you draw from this evidence? 
· How does this knowledge affect your plans for the future?

Remember, a good reflective essay should benefit its writer. This is not a “make work” assignment, but an opportunity for you to think deeply about your first semester in college and to chart out some meaningful steps that you’d like to take from here. This paper is ultimately for you; write one that you will be excited and interested to re-read 20 years from now. 

Here are some questions you might consider. You do not need to answer all (or even most) of them. Instead, pick one or a few and use them to focus your thesis and your paper in a way that is most meaningful to you. 

· What is the most important lesson you’ve learned this term? 
· What have you found most rewarding? 
· What are your aptitudes and enthusiasms? 
· What are your strengths and weaknesses as a student? 
· Which experiences have had the most impact on you, both in and out of class?

· What ideas have you found most exciting? 
· What classes and experiences do you want to explore next at Hanover? 
· What are your goals in the classroom and out in the wider world? 
· What would you like to accomplish by the time you graduate? 
· Where would you like to be five, ten, twenty years after graduation? 

Length: 6 to 8 pages.  Counts as 15% of your overall class grade. 

Hanover 101 – Assessment Guidelines
This assignment is reflective – it is designed to allow you to think critically about your experiences and draw some conclusions about what you’ve learned and where you want to go from here. The best reflective essays: 

1) Have a clear, concise, focused thesis statement that sets out a central idea about what you’ve learned and what that means in terms of your next steps. What do you think you know now about your experience this term? What evidence do you have to support this idea? What conclusions do you draw from it?
2) Display higher-order thinking skills. Rather than just reporting what you did this term, the paper should use your skills of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation in order to reach some conclusions about your experience and what it means.

3) Have effective support. Use concrete examples, like the results from the Strong Inventory, for example, or the study techniques from McWhorter that worked best, or an event outside class that helped crystallize your thinking, to explore and illustrate the conclusions that you are drawing in this paper. Help your reader – and yourself – really see what your first semester was like and what its impact on you has been.   

4) Are well organized. The paper should flow effectively from point to point, using good transitions and logically organized body paragraphs to help the reader understand what you are trying to say.

5) Are well written. The paper should be clear, concise, and easy to read. It should be free from errors in grammar and punctuation and avoid clichéd language. It should have an engaging introduction that draws the reader in, and it should conclude in a thoughtful manner rather than just coming abruptly to an end. 

A good reflective essay should benefit its writer. This is not a “make work” assignment, but an opportunity for you to think deeply about your first semester in college and to chart out some meaningful steps that you’d like to take from here. This paper is ultimately for you; write one that you will be excited and interested to re-read 20 years from now. 
