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For your major course project, you will be asked to conduct life story interviews with four adults. 

You will transcribe, code, and analyze the data from these interviews, examining factors that 

influence how adults choose to narrate their lives. My goal is to introduce you to a methodology that 

most of you have not used before. As importantly, my hope is that you – and your participants – will 

find the experience personally meaningful.  

 

Selecting a topic and reviewing the literature. As you work toward selecting a topic for this project, 

you’ll want to begin by thinking about factors that you think might influence how people narrate 

their life stories. For example, how might one’s gender or marital status or occupation or religious 

beliefs influence how people choose to narrate their lives? Once you settle on an “individual 

difference” variable (e.g., gender, marital status, occupation, or religious beliefs), you want to think 

about the specific ways in which this “individual difference” variable might impact how people tell 

their life stories. For example, you might predict that women will tell stories with greater “themes of 

anxiety” than men, or that professors will tell more positive stories than people who have selected 

other careers (!). After transcribing your interviews, you will code the interviews for these “themes” 

(i.e., anxiety, positivity).  

 

As you work toward settling on a topic, you will need to review the existing literature, drawing upon 

at least FIVE peer-reviewed journal articles that will, in turn, be incorporated into your final paper. 

On September 11th, you will be asked to turn in a one-paragraph summary of your proposed research 

topic as well as five relevant article abstracts. This assignment is worth 8 points. On September 17th, 

you will be asked to turn in a revised summary and abstracts. This assignment is worth 12 points.  

 

Human subjects application and sources. On September 25th, you will be asked to turn in complete 

human subjects application for your study. The application can be found at the following web 

address:  http://vault.hanover.edu/~altermattw/IRB/index.html. Please be sure that your application 

includes a description of your study, informed consent forms, measures for assessing your individual 

difference variable, and a full interview protocol. Please also turn in the photocopied, first pages of 

each of your five sources. This assignment is worth 15 points. 

 

Presenting your initial research plan. You will be asked to introduce your proposed research idea to 

me and to your classmates in a fifteen minute oral, PowerPoint presentation. Your presentation 

should include a brief description of how your study contributes to the existing research related to 

your topic as well as a detailed description of your proposed methods and data analysis procedures. 

Be sure to include descriptions of a) your sample, b) your interview protocol, c) the measure you will 

you to assess the individual difference variable, d) the procedure you will use to code the interview 

data, and e) the data analysis techniques you will use to examine the hypothesized relation between 

your individual difference variable and the coded interview data. You will have an opportunity to 

turn in a draft of your presentation on September 28th. Poorly prepared drafts will result in a 

deduction of points from your initial presentation grade. Presentations are scheduled for October 3rd 

and October 5th and are worth 15 points. 

 

http://vault.hanover.edu/~altermattw/IRB/index.html


Collecting data. You will be asked to interview four individuals (per group member). Each interview 

should last between 30 minutes and 1 hour. Interviews should be taped and transcribed and the 

variable(s) of interest should be coded. I will collect transcriptions of your 1st interviews, all four 

completed interviews, and reliability analyses (see due dates on syllabus). Failure to turn in 

completed materials on time will result in a deduction of points from your final paper grade. Keep in 

mind that it can take several hours to transcribe an hour of audiotape. 

 

Presenting your completed research.  You will be asked to present your completed research to me 

and your classmates in a formal presentation. Presentations will be given on December 3rd or 

December 4th and will be worth 20 points.  

 

Writing the final course paper. Your paper will consist of three parts: a) a summary and evaluation of 

the existing literature, b) a detailed description of the methods used to collect your data, and c) a 

detailed description and discussion of your research findings. Course papers are due on December 7th 

and are worth 50 points. 

 

In preparing your paper, please follow the following guidelines. 
 

 Papers should have a cover page that contains a descriptive title, the name(s) of the author(s), and 

the course number and name  

 Papers should be stapled. Please do not use folders, binders, paper clips, etc. 

 Papers should not be shorter than 8 pages and should not exceed 12 pages, not including cover 

pages, references, and supplementary materials. All sections of papers (including the cover page) 

should be typed on 8.5 x 11-inch white paper, double-spaced, with 12-point font and one-inch 

margins. 

 Papers should be proofread carefully for spelling and grammatical errors. 

 Please follow APA style guidelines in writing the body of your paper. All sources should be cited 

in APA style and appear in a properly-formatted “References” section. 

 Be sure to make an extra copy of your paper and to back up computer files frequently.  
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Grading Rubric 

 

 

Topic Selection           8 points 

 

 Possible Points Points Earned 

Do the students have a clear research topic? In formulating 

the topic, be sure that the “individual difference” variable is 

clearly identified. 

 

3 

 

Did the students clearly explain how the interviews will be 

coded? 

 

2 

 

Did the students include abstracts of five peer-reviewed 

journal articles? Are the articles clearly related to the 

students’ topic?  

 

3 

 

 

Revised Topic Selection        12 points 

 

 Possible Points Points Earned 

Do the students have a clear research topic? In formulating 

the topic, be sure that the “individual difference” variable is 

clearly identified. 

 

4 

 

Did the students clearly explain how the interviews will be 

coded? 

 

4 

 

Did the students include abstracts of five peer-reviewed 

journal articles? Are the articles clearly related to the 

students’ topic?  

 

4 

 

 

Human Subjects Application and Sources      15 points 

 

 Possible Points Points Earned 

Do the students provide a clear description of the research? Is 

the “individual difference” variable clearly identified? Is it 

clear how interviews will be coded? 

 

5 

 

Did the students carefully prepare materials for the human 

subject application (e.g., informed consents, measures)? 

 

5 

 

Did the students include the first pages of five journal articles? 

Are the articles clearly related to the students’ topic?  
5 

 

 



Presentation 1          15 points    
 

 Possible Points Points Earned 

Did the students explain how their study contributes to the 

existing literature, referencing studies obtained from peer-

reviewed journal articles? 

 

5 

 

Did the students clearly explain the methods to be used to 

collect data for their study? 

 

5 

 

Did the students clearly explain the data analysis procedures 

to be used to examine how the individual difference variable of 

interest (e.g., gender) influences how people narrate their life 

stories? 

 

5 

 

 

 

Presentation 2          20 points    
 

 Possible Points Points Earned 

Did the students explain how their study contributes to the 

existing literature, referencing studies obtained from peer-

reviewed journal articles? 

 

5 

 

Did the students clearly explain the methods used to collect 

data for the study? Did the students clearly explain the data 

analysis procedures to be used to examine how the individual 

difference variable of interest (e.g., gender) influences how 

people narrate their life stories? 

 

5 

 

Did the students clearly and concisely summarize the major 

findings from the research? 

 

5 

 

Did the students provide a compelling discussion of the results 

of the study, linking them to existing literature? 

 

5 

 

 

 

Final Paper            50 points 

 

 Possible Points Points Earned 

Did the students follow the guidelines for writing the paper 

(e.g., cover page, font size, etc.)?  

 

5 

 

Did the students proofread the paper for spelling and 

grammatical errors? Is the writing style clear and concise? 

 

10 

 

Did the students adequately review the relevant literature? 

Does the study clearly follow from this review of the 

literature? 

 

10 

 

Did the students clearly explain the methods used to collect 

data for the study? Did the student clearly explain the data 

analysis procedures that were used? 

 

10 

 

 

Did the student clearly and concisely present the major 

findings from the research?  

 

5 

 

 

Did the students provide a compelling discussion of these 

findings, linking them to the existing literature? 

 

10 

 

 



 


